A Deeper Look @ Discipleship

What does a disciple look like?

The place to begin is by defining a disciple. In its most basic idea, a disciple is one who mimics
his/her Master. As we consider what Jesus was ultimately about, we can say that He was sent here
with a clear purpose—that He was on a mission. This mission was to repair the broken
relationship between God and man for all time, which culminated in His ultimate sacrifice. Jesus
came to give life and light to the world. So a “disciple” is one who is on mission for Jesus.
Discipleship is a lifelong call and commitment of growing in Christ. N.T. Scholar I.H. Marshall
writes, “New Testament theology is essentially missionary theology.” Being a disciple is both what is
happening in us and through us.

| believe there are five major components to discipleship.

1. Knowledge: We know who God is and what He expects of us.
a. We know who God is (Ex 29:46; 1 Jn 2:3-6).
b. We know the truth of God—i.e. Scriptures (Ps 119; 2 Tim 3:14-16).
¢. Wediscern the truth and test everything (1 Thess 5:20-21).

2. Character: Who we are and who we are becoming.

a. Christis our example—we strive for Christlikeness (1 Pet 2:21; 1 Jn 2:6).

b. We are honest before God and men (1 Jn 1:5-8).

¢. God holds the key to our heart (1 Sam 16:7; Heb 3:7-19).

d. Asrepresentatives of Christ (ambassadors) we live in a way that honors our Lord
before all (2 Cor 5:20).

e. As we live by the Spirit (Rom 8) the evidence of His work—fruit—is apparent in our
lives (Gal 5:16-24; Col 1:10; Jn 15:1-17).

3. Action: Adisciple strives to do the things the LORD does.

We strive for unity in the body of Christ (Ps 133; Acts 4:32-37; Phil 2:1-11).
We love one another (Jn 13:35).

We love the church—the people of God (Eph 5:25-33).

We love the lost (Jn 3:16; Matt 25:31-46).

We love our enemies (Matt 5:43-48).

We confess sins to one another (Jam 5:16).
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4. Reproduction: A disciple reproduces him/herself.
a. We have been given the responsibility to reach out and make other disciples of all
people (Matt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; Jn 20:21).
b. We partner with Christ to advance the Kingdom of God in this world (Mt 6:33; 16:19;
24:14).
¢. Weintentionally invest in others lives in a relationship of discipleship (Jesus and the
12, Paul and Timothy, Titus, etc).

5. Worship: A disciple is one who loves the LORD.
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We are lovers of God (Deut 6:5, 10:12; Mk 12:30)

We are quick to obey His commands. (Jn 14:15)

True Worship: Bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1)

Living lives of praise and adoration before God (Ps 148, 150)

How is a disciple made?

As we begin to think about what it means to be a disciple, the next step is to determine how we
partner with the Holy Spirit to make disciples. First, we must begin with what Scripture has
already shown us. The Bible is full of practical commands that change us into the disciples Jesus
designed for us to be.

1. Knowledge

a.

Begins with the transformation of the mind—worldview. We soak in the truth of the
Word daily. (Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 10:2-5)

We live by the transforming power of the Spirit. We submit daily to the Holy Spirit
asking for renewing power to live in a way that honors God. (Rom 8; Gal 5:16-24)

We understand that the purpose of the truth in Scripture is to transform us, so we pray
and think through ways we can readily apply what we are s. (Jam 1:22-24)

d. By cultivating a life characterized by faith, hope, and love (1 Cor 13)

We let the Word of God hide in our hearts through study and memorization (2 Tim
3:14-16)

We move on to eat solid food not milk. We continually study to comprehend the
whole counsel of God. (Heb 5:14)

2. Character

a.

We live transparently (not hiding sin or pretending to be someone we are not) before
our brothers and sisters in Christ (1 Jn1:5-10)

b. We confess sin, struggles, doubts to one another and pray for one another (Jam 5:16)

We meet regularly with other believers for encouragement and accountability (Heb.
10:24-25)

We are “works in progress” but intentionally growing with increasing victory over the
vices in our lives and becoming more Christlike (Col 3:1-17; Phil 1:6)

We understand that knowledge in and of itself is inadequate—it can be
counterproductive puffing us up with pride—unless it results in life transformation (1
Cor 8:1-3, Mt. 23:25-28)

We understand that our hearts continually need the transforming work of God, making
us people He wants us to be (Jer 17:9)

3. Reproducing

a.
b.
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